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He then defined the prime liberal studies in the order of their importa^e; history,
moral philosophy, eloquence (based on grammar, rhetoric, and logic)
poetry, music, arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and natural philosophy.
message was the predominant theme to which the humanists regularly returned:
"Literature surpasses every other form of record."16   And Bruni spelled out the
message in explicit detail:
This leads me to press home this truth . . . that the foundations of all true
learning must be laid in the sound and thorough knowledge of Latin: which
implies study marked by a broad spirit, accurate scholarship, and careful atten-
tion to details. ... To attain this essential knowledge we must never relax our
careful attention to the grammar of the language ... we must note attentively
vocabulary and inflexions, figures of speech and metaphors, and all the devices
of style, such as rhythm, or antithesis, by which fine taste is exhibited . ..
bringing a keen, critical sense to bear upon select works, observing the sense of
each passage, the structure of the sentence, the force of every word down to the
least important particle. In this way our reading reacts directly upon our style.17
Whatever else the humanist "reform" turned out to be, the pedagogical heart of the
matter was here.
Bolgar explains in detail the new pedagogical method which characterized the
humanists' stock-in-trade. This was in essence to try to imitate the style of classic
writers by keeping careful and detailed notebooks in which words, phrases, metaphors,
anecdotes, allusions, and epigrams are classified according to subject headings on
topics which could be useful in one's own writing efforts. Beginning with Chrysoloras,
who brought these pedagogical instruments from Byzantium to Florence in 1396, and
propounded by such humanist giants as Guarino, Bruni, Vergerius, Valla, Agricola, and
Vives, the method reached its apex in Erasmus and in his De Copia:
The whole purpose of the Humanists in transmogrifying Greek and Latin
literature into a series of notes was to produce a body of material which could
be easily retained and repeated. They made titanic efforts to remember the
contents of the notebooks they compiled. The Renaissance was the age of
memorizing.18
The humanists, of course, did not confine themselves to the narrow pedagogical
matters just described. They ranged over a vast number of broader themes in their
efforts to reform Western education. Some proposed greater attention to public service
and civic education for the ruling classes of the Italian city states and the aristocratic
classes of France and Germany and England. Some proposed boarding schools in the
cities, others preferred private tutors. Some favored study of the vernaculars along
with the classics, others were contemptuous of the vernaculars. Some concentrated on
16	Ibid., p. 105.
17	Ibid., p. 124.
18	Bolgar, op. cit, p. 274.

